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“I encourage everyone to enjoy the great history of our 

organization captured in the beautiful pages of this book.  

It is a treasure worthy of the man it celebrates.” 

 — Michael Carrigan, President, Illinois AFL-CIO 

FORTY GAVELS is the award-winning story of Reuben Soderstrom, President of the 
Illinois AFL-CIO (1930-1970) and the organized labor movement that built America. 
Spanning three volumes and featuring over 2,200 color images of the Illinois Labor 
Movement, FORTY GAVELS makes the perfect holiday or birthday gift for the union 
member in your family. Visit our Labor Day table, or go to FortyGavels.com and enter 

promotional code UnionStrong to receive  66% OFF your order today!

WINNER, BEST BIOGRAPHY 2018


